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INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-07 
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USIA-06 /061 W 
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PM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9051 

INPO DIA WASHDC 

USCINCSO J2 QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 

CONPIDENTIALLA PAZ 587 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BE 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PAZ ESTENSSORO SUPPORT POR HERNAN SILES 
ZUAZO PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

1 . THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF PRESS REPORTS HERE THAT EX- 
BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT VICTOR PAZ ESTENSSORO HAS AGREED OR WILL AGREE 
TO SUPOORT HERNAN SILES ZUAZO AS CANDIDATE POR THE PRESIDENCY IN 
THE UPCOMING BOLIVIAN ELECTIONS. SOME OP THIS BASED ON STATEMENTS 
BY GUILLERMO BEDREGAL, WHO SAYS HE VISITED PAZ IN EARLY JANUARY AND 
PAZ INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT SILES. ALSO, THE LEADER 

OP THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY PAZ TO ATTEMPT TO UNIPY THE MNR PARTY, 
LATHER LEONIDAS SANCHEZ, HAS BEEN QUOTED WIDELY AS STATING THAT 
HIS PACTION OP THE MNR, WITH THE IMPLICIT SUPPORT OP VICTOR PAZ, 

IS PREPARED TO ENTER INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH SILES' MNRI PARTY 
IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, SENIOR GOB OPPICIALS EDWIN TAPIA AND JAVIER 
ARCE, WHO WILL PROBABLY RESIGN SHORTLY TO WORK ON THE PRES- 
IDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OP GENERAL JUAN PEREDA, HAVE ADVISED US THAT 
THE GOB IS IN CONTACT WITH VICTOR PAZ THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY AND 
HOPES THAT PAZ WILL EITHER SUPPORT PEREDA'S CAMPAIGN OR AT LEAST 
NOT COME OUT IN OPPOSITION TO PEREDA. THESE OFPICIALS STATED THAT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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PAZ IS INTERESTED IN BEING SELECTED AS PRESIDENT OP THE UNGA 
IN 1978 WHEN, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE LATIN AMERICAN GROUP WILL 
SELECT THIS POSITION. THEY HOPE TO BARGAIN THIS POR PAZ' SUUPORT. 

3. THE EMBASSY APPRECIATES THE DEPARTMENT'S REPORTS OP SEVERAL 
CONVERSATIONS BY DEPARTMENT OPFICERS WITH VICTOR PAZ, WHICH 
INDICATED THAT PAZ POR PERSONAL REASONS COULD NOT SUPPORT A 
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN BY HERNAN SILES. THE EMBASSY WOULD 
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APPREICATE THE DEPARTMENT IN AN APPROPRIATE FASHION ASCERTAING 
FROM PAZ WHETHER IN FACT HE HAS INDICATED WILLINGNESS (TO 
BEDREGAL OR TO ANYONE ELSE) TO SUPPORT A SILES CANDIDACY AS 
WELL AS PAZ' CURRENT VIEWS ON THE PEREDA CANDIDACY. WE WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN DEPARTMENT'S AND PAZ' VIEWS ON HIS INTEREST IN 
THE UNGA PRESIDENCY AND WHETHER IN FACT THERE WOULD BE A CHANCE 
OF HIS BEING SELECTED FOR THIS POSITION. 

BOEKER 
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